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Europeans and Americans, as we have acquired a field of unfettered
movement on the Continent of Asia.

Count Hirosawa, a Cambridge graduate and a Director
of the Seikosho (Muroran Steel *Works), a Vickers-Arm-
strong subsidiary, said :

The alliance between England and Japan is a sign of England's
decadence, whilst the suggestion that Japanese soldiers might be
required for the defence of India is a clear sign that the period of
her decline has begun.

It might be imagined that in matters of trade foreigners
would be welcome, for Japan, beyond silk, which is a
luxury, and matting, which is a very limited manufacture,
has few indigenous industries. Further, she has only
small natural resources, but little mineral wealth and
her inventive genius is not great. But " Get rid of the
foreigner, bag and baggage/' is the cry. Baron Takahashi,
when Minister of Finance in 1913, addressed the Osaka
Chamber of Commerce as follows : " Get rid of foreign
products, money, traders and ships ! " Count Okuma
has often preached on the same text. Import checking
and importer expelling is the present day creed of the
Japanese Government.

In the middle of the Russo-Japanese War, Count Komura,
Minister of Foreign Affairs, addressing the Kobe Chamber
of Commerce, said : " The Japanese ought to be ashamed of
themselves if they cannot force the foreign traders to put
up their shutters and betake themselves to climes more
suitable to their constitutions." In another speech at the
very time when Japan was fighting Russia with British gold
he said : " Great Britain is not a country with regard to
whom there is room for tariff concessions." When Baron
Kiyoura was Minister of Agriculture he told the Tokio
merchants : " It is your bounden duty to force foreigners
out of any Japanese sphere of interest."

Not only, however, is this desire to force out the foreigner
expressed in words but in deeds. In the law courts the
discrimination against foreign firms has developed to the
point of scandal, and foreigners annually lose tens of
thousands of yen without protest rather than throw good